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Preface

Thisshort history of the Westminster Dragoonsfromitsoriginal
formationin 1901 to the present day, and coveringitsvarious
titles and rolls, has been compiled and written by Captain
NicholasHuw-Williamsforthe H.Q. (Westminster Dragoons)
Squadron, Royal Yeomanry at therequest of the Committee of

the Westminster Dragoons Regimental Association, to
commemor atethefirst twenty yearsin the Westminster Dragoons
new rolewithinthe Royal Yeomanry. Itisdedicatedto all those
who have served inthe Regiment initsvariousroles, and at
varioustimes.
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June 1918 'F' Battdion Machine Gun Corps

August 1918 104 Machine Gun Battalion (Westmingter Dragoons)

1920-1922 4th Armoured Car Company (Westmingter Dragoons) TA

1922-1923 22nd (London) Armoured Car Company (Westminster
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1923-1938 22nd (London) Armoured Car Company (Westminger
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1971-1983 H.Q. (Berkshire & Westminger Dragoons) Squadron
TheRoyd Yeomanry

1983-1987 H.Q. (Westmingter Dragoons) Squadron The Royd

Y eomanry



The Wesminger Dragoons
A Short History

Chapter One
"The First Sxty Years'
1901-1961

The Wesmingter Dragoons were not an old Regiment compared with many
volunteer regiments in the British Army since it only just passed its Diamond
Jubilee. However, it did include awide variety of functionsand rolesin anumber
of different parts of theworld in those Sixty years of its existence.

The Regiment wasraised in 1901, with Colond C. Larkin asHonorary Colond,
as the 2nd County of London Imperial Yeomanry and enrolments started in
October with the regiment under command of Lt. Col. C.R. Burn, 18 The Royd
Dragoons, who was largely responsible for its formation.

Other than the location and later the name’ "Westminster” which was not adopted
until 1902, the Regiment had no direct connection with previous cavary or
yeomanry regiments associated with Westminger, such as the London and
Westmingter Light Horse VVolunteers or the Westmingter Regiment of Volunteer
Cavdry. But these regiments had been raised to meet nationa emergenciesand
S0 too was the Westmingter Dragoons raised to meet just such a nationa

emergency.

Throughout the life of the Regiment there have been two Regular Regiments
which played leading partsin the activities of the Regiment, particularly with the
officers and N.C.O.'s. For the fird twenty years, as cavdry, it was 18 Royd
Dragoons, and for therest of the period from 1921 onwards, whenin armour, the
Raoyd Tank Regiment. To both of theseregimentsthe"W.D.'s" omeagresat dedl,
particularly for the high reputation which the Regiment achieved during the
period of itsactive life, firgtly as cavary and then in armour.

The nemy formed Regiment did not fight as a unit in the Boer War but trained
and sent out draftstotaling amaost 1,000 men to the Imperial Y eomanry Brigade
which was serving in South Africa. Many of these men rgjoined the Regiment in
1901 when it reformed &fter the war.

In South Africa, the hat badge adopted wasthe Prince of Waes Fegthers, but when
the Regiment reformed a new badge and uniform was evolved, and in 1902 the
Regiment became &ffiliated to the City of Westmingter and adopted the arms of



the City asaregimental badge and was given thetitle of' "Westminster Dragoons".

The officers cap badge was the staff officers badge of alion surmounting acrown,
but thiswas dso the original badge of the"Royals" from which Regiment so many
of the officershad come. The regimental colours of roya purple, scarlet and gold
weretheroya racing coloursof Edward V11 and were adopted with his permission
because of hisfriendship with Colonel Burnwho had also been an A.D.C. tothe
King.

Thefull dressmounted uniform was asfor dragoons— asilver helmet with brass
fittings and fronted with an eight pointed Garter Star on which was araised figure
''2"" with the name of the Regiment surroundingit and theinitials' 'l1'Y " beneath.
The plume was originally purple and was later white for officers, but the purple
plume was changed to whitefor dl sincethe purpledye'ran’ after being intherain.
The jacket was scarlet serge with purple facings and shoulder chains. Breeches
were of black baratheawith yellow leg stripe and normal military riding bootsand
spurs. White buff leather gauntlets and sword belt and a cross belt with black
patent leather pouch completed the uniform.

Thewalking out dress was similar but with black overalls and box spurs, ablue
pill box hat with awide yellow band and a swagger stick. There was aso amess
kit for officers and sergeants.

On duty an adapted khaki uniform was worn (first used in South Africa) which
included apurple collar and cuffs, a slouch hat with turned up brim and a small
purple plume. Brown boots, leggings and a bandoleer were worn. Later aflat
peaked khaki hat was adopted.

Within months of the formation of the Regiment, its strength was up to 20 officers
and 500 O.R.'sand at no timewasthere any shortage of volunteers; it wasapopul ar
and fashionable regiment to bel ong to and was selectiveinits recruitment. By 1906
the Regiment was at full strength.

Duringthe period up to the outbreak of the War in 1914 the Regiment trained hard
and progressed steadily under its ex 'Royals' officers and its ex-regular N.C.O.'s,
of the troopers, they were young business and professional men living in the
London area. There were few junior officers and most of the troops were led by
N.C.O.'s, many of whom were later commissioned and some were later to
command the Regiment.

TheRegiment numbered amongst itsranks somevery wealthy and influential men
(including amaharajah!) and it was this fact that enabled the Regiment to buy,
build and equip the magnificent Headquarters at Elverton Street, Westminster,
at a cost of £10,000 of which £7,000 was raised by the officers. The
accommodation included an indoor riding school, stabling for twenty horses, drill
hall, officer and N.C.O. messes, club rooms and a caretakers quarters. In 1908 with
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the establishment of the Territorial Army, the Regiment became Territorial
Y eomanry instead of Imperial Y eomanry, and the Territorial Association took over
the H.Q. but paid much lessfor it than it cost which justifiably upset the Regiment
and the chief subscribers.

In 1909 at agreat presentation parade of volunteer unitsat Windsor, the Regiment
received a guidon from Edward VIl which was to last for more than fifty years
before being laid up in Westminster Abbey in 1961.

The highlight of the regimental year was the annual camp lasting for two weeks
at which the Regiment was always well mounted and turned out, and displayed
ahigh standard of training with venues at Eastbourne, Churn and Salisbury Plain.

At the outbreak of the Great War in 1914, the Regiment wasin camp in Berkshire,
and returned to H.Q. to be mobilised when great activity took place particularly
intherequisitioning of horses— from many sources! A few dayslater the Regiment
moved to Pirbright, and a month later embarked on the S.S. "Aragon" at
Southampton for Alexandria to relieve the 3rd Dragoon Guards in Cairo as
garrison cavary. Their first duty was to parade to impress the population and
protect the ruler on the proclamation of Egypt as a British Protectorate.

In early 1915 the Turks launched an attack across Sinai and towards Egypt, and
the Regiment with the Hertfordshire Y eomanry made numerous reconnai ssances
inforceto the east of the Suez Canal before being withdrawn and returned to Cairo
where intensive training was started.

By August 1915 theill-fated Gallipoli campai gn was under way, and the Regiment
together with other yeomanry regiments, were dismounted to form the 5th Brigade
of 2nd Y eomanry Division and embarked as reinforcements. The Regiment was
without one composite squadron of 'Home Details' of about a hundred who
remained to look after the horses. When cavalry was dismounted the problem was
of caring for their horses; inthe case of the Gallipoli operation, dismounted cavalry
regiments left over 50,000 horses behind — no small problemin caring for them.

On the 21st August the Regiment took part with the Yeomanry Division in the
murderous advance across the dry open salt lakewhich resulted in the capture of
Chocolate and Scimitar Hills. This was followed by a fifteen week period of
entrenchment in appalling conditions of dirt, flies, lice, poor food and water under
constant fire and midst mounting unburied dead. When eventually the Regiment
was pulled out at the end of the campaign and re-embarked for Egypt, it paraded
just 3 officers and 48 men; truly staggering casualties.

On returning to Egypt, re-equipping and training took place before the Regiment
was sent to Libyato put down arebellion stirred up by the Turks of the previously
friendly Senuissi tribesmen. The role of the Regiment was patrolling for the
protection of thelines of communication, and was based at El Daaba. Whilst here
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asmd| detachment was attached to 1 Light Car Patrol at Amrir (shades of the
future role) which made long distance sortiesinto the desert in vehideswhich were
mechanically most unreliable with frequent breakdowns and punctures (thirty
per vehicle per day was average!). On the termination of this campaign, the
Regiment returned to Cairo and it was about thistimethat alarge number of O.R.'s
were sent off for commissioning.

In January 1917, aforce under General Chetwode advanced into Sinai with the
intention of driving the Turksout of Palestine, and removing the threat to Egypt
and the Suez Candl; the Regiment formed part of the 5th Mounted Bde. Thefirst
objective was Refa, and the second was Gazawhich was not taken at the firgt attack
but only later after the capture of Beersheba By thistime the Regiment was acting
as XX Corp. Cavdry, ahigh honour indeed for ayeomanry regiment. A number
of battle honours were won by the Regiment in these various actions.

After thefdl of Gaza, the next objective was Jerusalem the capture of which took
place on the 9th December, 1917, after along and arduous advance in terrible
weether conditions, and over mogt inhospitable terrain after first capturing
Bethlehem. Thiswasjust deven months after leaving Egypt and thusit wasthat
‘A" Sgn. of the Westmingter Dragoonswasthefirst formed body of British troops
to enter Jerusalem.

Thefdlowing day fighting took place with the Turkish rear-guard near the Mount
of Olivesand achargewasmade by ‘A" Sgn. againgt them: thiswasto proveto be
thelast mounted charge the Regiment was ever to make.

The next few months were spent in patrols and reconnaissance to the north of
Jerusdlem interrible weather conditionswhich resulted in many casudtiesin men
and horses, mogtly from the bad westher.

Thus ended the Pdlestine Campaign in which the Regiment had done so wdl, and
in March 1918 was withdrawn to Alexandria. It was here that the sad news weas
confirmed that the Regiment was to loose its horses, which was abitter blow to
cavarymen, and hand-in equipment and horses prior to sarting training as
machine gunners and re-named the 104 Bn. (W.D.) Machine-Gun Company —
an erahad come to an end in the hitory of the Regiment.

Two months later the Regiment sailed from Alexandriato Marsailles and on by
train to the Western Front, arriving at Etaplesin June 1918 for moretrainingin
M.G. technigue; again shades of the role to come since it was from the Heavy
Branch of the Machine-Gun Corpsthat the Tanks Corpswas later formed. The
Regiment was then split up into sectionswhich were attached to various formations
of the 2nd Army for the find battles of the war including Y pres, Menin and
Daddizoole. The Regiment had had to adapt themsalvesto this complete change
in climate, arms and terrain, and to trench war in those actions it gained more
honours and persona awards until the night of 10th November when the duty
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signdler receved the famous message that Germany had accepted thearmigtice.

Beforeleaving the period of the Great Wer it is necessary to make mention of the
fact that when the Regiment Ieft for Egypt in 1914, immediatdly asecond linewas
formed (22 C.L.Y.) under a'WD' officer, Lt/Col. Sr Smion Stuart, which
gtarted recruiting and training at Feltham and later at Woodbridge. It supplied
numerous draftsto the firgt line before being sent to Francein 1916 as separate
squadronswhich were absorbed into other cavary regiments asreinforcements.
A third line (3/2 C.L.Y.) was sarted at Shorndliffe as part of the Sth Cavary
Resarve and then went to Newbridgein Ireland and so supplied draftstothe 1 &
and 2nd regiments before being disbanded.

In 1919the Regiment was demobilised and was not officidly reformed until 1921
when Lord Howard de Waden, a previous serving officer and the one who
throughout hislifedid so much for the Regiment, raised it once more asthe 22nd
London Armoured Car Company (WD.) of the new Tanks Corps (later the RT.C)
Thisweas after dmog ayear of much activity by Lord Howard behind the scenes,
firgly asto being reformed at all, secondly, of retaining the Regiment'sidentity
and, thirdly, the possiblerole. Having won thefirst two, hewisdly chosetherole
of armoured car unit in preference to gunner or sgnassnceit was morein keeping
with the previous role of mobility and reconnai ssance.

The Regiment (Company) remained asan A.C. unit for nearly twenty yearsuntil
1938, and equipped firstly with Peerlessand later with Rolls Royce cars (some of
whichweredill operatingintheM.E. in 1941!). The"Regiment" gained ahigh
reputation for itself both military and socidly during these years with training
carried out both at weekends and annudly with RT.C. units, and ahigh standard
of training was achieved. The unit often took part on manoeuvres with regular
units acting asthe 'Enemy’. During this period the establishment was the O.C.
(Mgor), four captains, Sx subaterns and one hundred and seventy-five O.R.'s.
In 1923 the Tank Corps black beret and 'tank’ arm badge were incorporated in
the dress of the Regiment.

In 1937 the unit wasraised to battdion strength and selected to be brigaded with
three other London regiments, under Brigadier W Fox-Fitt, D. S.O, toforman
officer producing unit; these other unitswere— H. A.C. (Infantry) Artists Rifles
and Innsof Court. Therole of the unit now wasto sdect potentid officarsand then
train them in armoured warfare, and so the unit was equipped as amixed tank
regiment. Much rebuilding and dterationswere made at H.Q. to accommodate
for the new role, and sdected and enthusiastic recruits soon had the unit up toits
new strength. The new CO. wasLt/Cal. E. (‘Baron’) Munt, M.C., and he and
the new adjutant, Capt. C. Tirnmis, were excdlent regular tank officers who
worked ceasdedy for the good of the Regiment and left their mark upon it.

Thuson the outbresak of war in 1939 the Regiment was ready and wasimmediatdly
formed into the 102nd O.C.T. Unit (W.D.) a Blackdown, and for the next nine
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months continued with the task of training officers — firdly, mog of its own
membersand later on new intakes. Of theimmediately late pre-war strength, over
90% of the Regiment were commissioned, mog tothe R.T.R. and Y eomanry, with
some older membersto the R.A.S.C. (Transport).

However, from along term point of view, the Regiment'sroleasan O.C.T.U. wes
not very satifactory so it waswith great satisfaction that latein 1940 the Regiment
wasreformed at Blackdown as an armoured regiment and styled the Westmingter
Dragoons(2C.L.Y.) R. A.C. with acadreof about 10 officarsand 15 O.R.'sunder
command of Lt/Col. A. (‘Sailor) WillisR.T.R. (aGrest War nava officer and a
wonderful CO.). Later two drafts of men joined, onefrom the 16/5 Lancers, and
the other from the Queens Bays (2 DG) to be followed shortly by recruits from
London, Southampton and Bristol.

The Regiment was moved to Whitby and formed part of the 30th Armoured

Brigade, 11 Armoured Divison under General Herbart ("Hobo'). Thisbrigade
included 1¢ L othian Horse, 22 Dragoonsand 12KR.R.C. Inthe spring of 1943
thisbrigadejoined the 42 Arm. Div. where training continued until November

when it moved to Warmingter and joined the 79th Arm. Div. and began intensive
training on being issued with flall tanks. These were specia tanks with long

lengths of chain attached to arotating drum on the front of the tank (Shermans

or Churchills) for exploding mines and clearing a path.

The 79 Arm. Div. was a collection of al specidised assault tanks and engineer
equipment for the coming assult on Europe. To ensure the success of such an
operation, the equipment had to be specidly evolved and the operating crews very
highly trained in these techniques having ao to fight their vehicles as tanks.
Beddestheflalsother vehidesincluded — flamethrowers, bridging tanks, fastine
carriers, roller tanks, and another excellent and popular CO., Lt/Col. W. Blair-
Oliphant successfully led the Regiment for the whole of the advance from
Normandy to Germany.

On" D" Day, 6th June, two squadrons of the Regiment wereto lead the attack
by the 50 Northumberland Division, C. Sgn. supporting 69 Inf. Bde, and B. Sgn.
the 231 Inf. Bde. on'Gold' beach near Arramonche; A. Sgn. landed later. In spite
of heavy seas and strong opposition, the bridgehead wes effected. The Regiment
wasthe only yeomanry regiment to be in the assult, and not only one of the few
regimentstolandon™ D" Day, but actudly led the 50th Division... the battle
honour' 'Normandy Landing 1944" wasrichly deserved. By the 15th June most
of theregiment was together again near Bayeaux, dfter the first phase was over,
for maintenance, replacements and ashort rest. The shape of the battlewas now
changing from holding and expanding the bridgehead to the preparation for the
breakout to the West.

Throughout the advance through N.W. Europe, the Regiment fought numerous
gmdl and successful actions asthe need for their services arose; most wereon a
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troop basis and thus the need for troop leaders to show good judgement and
initiative, and there were numerous cases of great individual bravery shown.
Naturaly some casudties resulted, but over the whole campaign, and
particularly Snce the unit led the assault, these were relatively not heavy.

The successful breskout and advance carried the Regiment along withit, and on
the 15th August the Seine was crossed and then on to Antwerp and the terrain
between the Maas and the Rhine. Worsening wegther conditionswith the onset
of Winter, gradualy reduced the tank strength. By mid December, the German
counter offengve in the Ardennes was underway, later to be contained. During
thefirs months of 1945 the Regiment was further engaged in actionsleading up
to the Rhine crassing on 28th March when once again they were amongst thefirst
armoured troops to cross and be on German soil. Within ashort time the rapid
advancewas on, and it speeded up so that the enemy had lesstimeto lay mines,
but tank guns were dways needed. The squadrons were switched from one
formation to another as needed, but by the 16th April most of the Regiment was
pulled out and told that they wereto be converted to''D/D" (‘swimming' tanks).
Thiswasnot to be, however, Snce on the 5th May a cease-firewas ordered — the
war in Europewasove.

The Regiment had been in dmaost continuous action for nearly ayear during which
timeit had earned seven battle honours, and now after aperiod of rest it gave up
itstanks and took over occupationa dutiesin Germany. Thisincluded policing,
dedling with refugees and displaced persons, and deding with some German
guerrillaactivities. Early in 1946 the Regiment was placed in suspended animation
and the personnel demobilised or posted away.

Asin 1921 0in 1947 the Westmingter Dragoons were reformed as avolunteer
armoured regiment under aregular army commander of theR.T.R. withasmall
permanent gaf a the bomb damaged H.Q. in Westminger and recruiting Started
in May asvehicles, wirdess setsand other equipment arrived. On the 25th April
thefirgt of many post-war Annual Reunion Dinnerstook place at which over 300
past members attended. These dinners were to be a great success for the next

twenty years.

After any war, interest in the armed forces waned, but by 1948 the Regiment's
strength had reached 20 officersand 40 O.R.'s and weekend camps and evening
training was started aswdl as socid functions. A renewd of thetieswith the City
of Wesmingter was a0 garted including the Annua Church Paradein the Abbey.
Two important functionsin 1948 werethe Review Parade of the T. A. in Hyde Park
by George VI in October, and the unveiling of the Memorid Window in
Westmingter Abbey by Queen Elizabeth in November.

By 1950theT. A. Sarted receiving drafts of National Servicemen (Conscripts) to

do their compulsory threeyear 'stint'. Some of these men were excdlent and Sayed
on. But the mgority defeated the object of the volunteer concept. However, in 1951
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with adeteriorating internationa situation, the Regiment, with a strength now
of 250, received for atwo week training call-up, over 750 'Z' reservigts and wes
ableto ussfully employ them dll for thisperiod. Another pos-war innovation was
having in attendance as clerks and cooks, acompany of W.R. A.C. who proved to
be the most useful.

In 1951 the Regiment received the Freedom of the City of Westmingter which
confirmed the right to march through the City "with drums beating, colours
flying and bayonets fixed" — a great honour showing the cordid relationship
between regiment and city.

Between 1952 and 1956 training of dl kinds continued with various changesin
command. Inthelife of the Regiment therewerein dl eight commanding officers
who had previoudy served in the ranks and had risen to command the Regiment.

In 1952 a detachment was supplied to linethe route a the funera of George V1,
and another later at the Coronation of Elizabeth 11.

The Regiment was now a part of the 56th London Armoured Divison under
Mgor Genera Dawnay, and the whole divison was engaged in 1954 in ahuge
exercise cdled 'London Pride’ which involved some 1200 men and 400 Comet
tanks; the Regiment performed with greet credit, but thiswasto bethelast of the
big army exercises staged in this country.

During 1957 acompletereorganisation of the T. A. took placewhich resultedin
thedivision becoming the 56th Infantry Div, T. A. and soin 1958 the Regiment
was changed from tanksto armoured cars— back to itsrole between thewars; back
toatruly cavdry role of long range reconnaissance. The Regiment had itsfirgt full
scaetaste of thisat the next Summer camp held in Pembrokeshire, and over the
next two years became mog proficient in the new role.

In 1960 the Regiment paraded at Buckingham Palace and was presented by the
Queenwith anew guidon to replace that presented by Edward V11 a Windsor in
1909, and which was later laid up at a specid paradein the Abbey.

The Year 1961 was amomentous onein that under abig government cut-down
programme of the Army, the Regiment was to be amagamated with another
yeomanry regiment, the Berkshire Y eomanry, which had, immediatdy previoudy
been gunners. No regiment likes being ama gamated but this one was as happy
asispossible, and was better than being disbanded like so many units had been.
It was possibly only because of the efforts of the Honorary Colonel, Generd Sir
Harold Pyman, that the Regiment was amagamated and not disbanded. The
actual amagamation was carried out most spectacularly at aspecia parade of the
two unitsat L ulworth; anew guidon weas presented later at aparadeat the Duke
of YorksH.Q.
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From 1962 to 1967 the new regiment trained hard, gathered recruits and reached
ahigh standard of proficiency aswas shown by itsperformancein aves exercise
in 1965, cdled "Greenfields' held in Yorkshire but actualy ranged from the
Scottish border to the Humber. The vehicdesof the Regiment successfully did a
total distance of over 63,500 miles on thisexercise, and thus it was dl the more
difficult later to form one squadron of anewly formed Royd Y eomanry Regiment.
So the old regiment as such ended onthe 1¢ April 1967.

N.B. ThisChapter produced for the Military Historical Society Bulletin (No. 93) is
asummary of thebook " A History of the Westminster Dragoons”, co-authored and edi
by Captain N. Huw-Williams, and produced privately by the Regimental Association
of theWestminster Dragoons.
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Chapter Two
"TheMiddleY ears’
1961-1967

The Berkshire & Westminster Dragoons Regiment

Aswas seen in the concluding paragraph of the™ Short History of the Westmingter
Dragoons, 2nd C.L.Y", the Wesminger Dragoons ceased to exig as an
independent unit in 1961 when the ama gamation with the Berkshire Y eomanry
took placeto form anew armoured regiment called the Berkshire and Westminger
Dragoons Regiment in the 56th Armoured Divison T. A.

Thedecison to andgamatelater proved to have been theright one sncein 1967,
after another mgor reorganisation of the reserved forces, the Regiment was
reduced to asguadron strength within anew unit, The Royd Y eomanry Regiment
withthetitleof H.Q. (B. & W.D.) Sgn. RY .R. and the retention of some of the
old unit'sbadgesand buttons. Thistitlewas again changed later in August 1983
to RH.Q. (W.D.) Sgn. The Royd Yeomanry, and the Berkshire Yeomanry
element was reformed asthe 94th (Berkshire Yeomanry) SgndsRegiment. RC. S.
So the merger of the Berks Y eo. andtheWDgns. which had come about in 1961
wasfindly severed to the mutual satisfaction of each unit, and both had retained
their old original titles and badges in new formations: the title "Westminster
Dragoons’ wastill in being, and thisat atimewhen numerous older yeomanry
regiments had virtualy disappeared.

Beddethe Amagamation Ceremony which took placeat Lulwoith Campin 1961,
which wasitsdf amos impressive parade under command of the new regiment's
CO. Lt/Cal. M. Croghwaite T.D., the new regiment was aso introduced to its
new vehicle, the Sdadin Armoured Car: the pendulum had swung full circle.
However, this vehicle was very different from the previous armoured cars (the
Peerless and Roalls Royoce) which the 22nd London Armoured Car Company
(Westmingter Dragoons) R.T.C. T.A. had used from 1921 until 1938, and well
remembered by many older members of the Regimental Association.

Thelocation of the various parts of the new unit wastobe—"R.HQ." and"H.Q."
Sgn. at Elverton St. Westmingter, ‘A’ Sgn. and 'B' Sgn. at Catford, and 'C Sgn.

at Newbury, and made up entirely of old Berkshire Y eomanry members; this,
widedispersal proved to berather difficult in many waysin the yearsto come: it
definitdly isolated the Berkshire element.

In July of that year, the new regiment embarked on its first socid function by
providing a Guard of Honour for the Lord Mayor of London at adinner in the
City; in November, the old Westmingter Dragoon Guidon was laid up in
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Westmingter Abbey, the regimental church of the W.Dgns, and was a very
impressive and moving ceremony, and wel attended by Old Comrades.

Theend of the year saw achangein command with the departure of Lt. Col. Mike
Crogthwaite who had commanded during the difficult time of the amal gamation,
and now Lt. Colond Robert Blott T.D. took over, and he brought much dash and
colour to hisnew command. Thiswas exactly what was needed to help mould the
new regiment into a sense of unity using the best of each of the old regiments.
Colond Blott wasthe son of avery wdl-known past WDgn. and was another CO
of the Westmingter Dragoons who had risen from the ranks to command the
Regiment.

In 1962 acompany of W.R. A.C. (76th Company) was attached to the Regiment
for thefirg time, and they served the Regiment wel until the next reorganisation
in 1967, and the demise of the Regiment as such.

Alsoin 1962 a new service engagement wes created called the "Ever Readys'
wherein a recruit on joining volunteered to serve anywhere in the world at a
moment's notice: the Regiment'sfirg volunteer was Cpl. B. Hammet.

The Annua Campin 1962 was held a Bdlerby, with training dl over the Y orkshire
Moorsand thiswasthefirst camp wheredl the administration and cooking was
performed by theW.R. A.C.'s.

Both in training and in sodid functions, except at the Annua Camp, it was difficult
to have dl the squadronstogether because of the dispersal of the squadrons home
locations. However, numerous recruiting drivestook placein the four squadron
areas, and these met with fair success.

Annua Campin 1963 was held a Chickered Campin Dorset; again, by virtue of
being an armoured car regiment, training ranged far and wide over the country
with the gunnery carried out at Lulworth Ranges. Later in the year the winter
training periods were carried out with the usual enthusiasm, and at Christmas,
the usud partieswere carried on, but mostly by theindividual squadronsrather
than on aregimental level, again because of squadron dispersal.

During 1963, the Regimental Museum was set up under a Declaration of Trust

with Capt. Mike Pickersgill, W.Dgns. asthefirg curator. He found amountain

of work awaited him. For years past, past and present members, particularly of

theold W.Dgns. had off-loaded much of their old photographs, uniforms, badges,
buttons and other memorabiliadl to be sorted, and catd ogued — amammoth

task.

Inthe Spring of 1964, the Regiment suffered amost grieviouslossin the sudden
and dehilitating illness of the Regiment's honorary colond, Generd 'Pete’ Pyman
who had been such atower of strength to the Westmingter Dragoonsin the early
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days after the 1939-45 War, and later in 1961 when it was largdy his efforts

whereby the Regiment was kept dive evenif it did mean asan amagamated unit.
Later, Generd Pyman was forced to give up the honorary colondship of the

Westmingter Dragoons, and they logt avery good friend.

Mention has been made of the dash and colour which Colonel Robert Blott
brought to his position of command, and in May he organised aspecid regimenta
church parade to Westmingter Abbey (the Regimenta Church). The specid
innovation for this parade was a partialy mounted parade with the horses supplied
by the Household Cavary from Knightsbridge Barracks; the route went through
the City of Wesminger streetsto the Abbey from Elverton Street, and back. This
was an unheard of idea, and had a Royd Tank Regiment Regimental Sergeant
Mgor on horseback! However, the parade passed off with grest aplomb and
entertained the considerable crowds dong theroute; it also drew quite afen new
recruits— so much splendour must proclaim agood unit and oneto join! (Shedes
of the past and the 'Piccadilly Peacocks!)

The Annua camp in 1964 was a long haul for the Regiment — to Omagh in
Northern Ireland. However, it proved to be avery good and well-equipped camp
with wonderful co-operation from the resident regiment, the 2nd R. Tankswith
whom the Westminster Dragoons have had along and happy association: in fact
the 2nd R. Tanks are the 'parent’ regiment of the W.Dgns. In 1964, the 2nd
R.T.R. was commanded by Lt/Col. JG.R. Allen, later to become Honorary
Colond of the Westminster Dragoons Squadron and of the Royd Y eomanry.

The Autumn of 1964 saw achange in command in the Regiment with Lt. Col.
Robert Blott handing over to Mgor John Penhdigon T.D., his second in
command, and himsdlf a2nd R. Tanksman. " Penny" ashe was dwaysknown,
was a keen and efficient soldier, and was, as it later turned out, to be the last
commanding officer of the B. & W.Dgns. Regt. Since even by 1965 the writing
was 'on the wall' for the disbandment of the unit. Thusthe task of holding the
unit together until that day came, needed great skill, patience, dedication and
ingenuity by the CO. and his officers and non-commissioned officersto keep the
unit diveduring such aperiod: this" Penny" did— by specid recruiting drives
in each squadron ared!

Thecampin 1965 wasa'mobil€ dfair taking place mainly onthe North Y orkshire
Moors, but ranging far and wide as only an armoured car regiment can. Part of
the training at this camp was Exercise "Greenfields" in which the Regiment
covered 1,700 miles and used 12,000 gdlls of petrol! The Regiment performed
extremely wdl on thisexercise, and not only gained great experiencefromit but
aso great praise from ‘above.

The Spring of 1966 saw a changein the honorary colonelship of the Regiment,

dueto the continued ilIness of 'Pete’ Pyman, to aBerkshire Yeomanin the person
oftheHon. GordonPalmer, O.B.E., T.D., D.L ., agentleman of greet experience,
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enthusiasm and charm, and a member of a famous Reading family. He was a
popular successor to Generd Pyman.

Duringthe'Sixties cadre coursesfor recruitswere held of nineweeksduration
organised and run within the Regiment; these were very successful and helped
to keep interest dive— particularly from about 1965 onwards.

The Annua camp in 1966 wes held at Warcop, but was rather of a holding
operational naturein view of theimpending changesinrole; in any caseit could
never be as hectic asthe previous year's camp with the exercise "Greenfields'.

A big event in the life of the Regiment occurred in September 1966, which weas
rather ironic in view of theimpending 'axe'. Thiswasthe presentation of anew
Guidon to the Berkshire and Westmingter Dragoons by Field Marshall Earl
Alexander of Tunisat the Dukeor Y ork's Barracksin Chelsea Thiswasavery
colourful and impressive ceremony held on abeautiful early Autumn afternoon.
Thisledin thefdlowing month to another ceremony, aparadeto”Lay up" the
old Wesminger Dragoon's Guidon in the Chapd of Westmingter Abbey, the
Regimental Church; thiswas aso an impressive parade, but was aso avery moving
and solemn occasion.

Christmas 1966 was arather sad time sinceit wasto bethe last onein thelife of
the Berkshire and Westmingter Dragoons asaregiment so everything possble was
doneto give an air of normality at the various functions which were organised.

The find big function for the Regiment took place in January 1967 where the
commander of the 161th Infantry Divison T. A. made afarewd| visit to express
thanks for the past association of the two formations.

On the 31« March, 1967, as aresult of the then Labour Government's drastic
reduction of theforces, and the reorganisation of the reserve forces, the Berkshire
and Westmingter Dragoons Regiment was reduced to that of a squadron (H.Q.
Sgn.) inanew formation called the Royd Y eomanry Regiment, under command
of Lt/Col. D.H. Rice, in which other yeomanry regiments (or amagams of
regiments) were also reduced to form the other squadrons in this new unit.

So ended the rdatively short life of the Berkshire and Westmingter Dragoons
Regiment after just Sx years (1961-1967). However, the title "Westminster
Dragoons', together with their badges and buttons, wes il kept diveinthetitle
of the new H.Q. Squadron of the new unit, which was under command of Mgor
R.A.S. Bowlby,T.D.

Some years later (in 1983) the title was again changed to H.Q. (Westminger
Dragoons) Squadron, The Royd Y eomanty, and to date (in 1987) that remainsto
bethetitle.



Chapter Three
"The Last Twenty Y ears'
1967-1987

TheH.Q. (Berkshire & Westminster Dragoons)
Sgn. Royd Yeomanry Regt. T AV.R.
(1967-1983)

On the 19 April, 1967 the Regiment was reduced to squadron strength and
became Headquarters (Berkshire and Westmingter Dragoons) Squadron, Royd
Yeomanry Regiment (aunit of theT & AV.R.11). TheRoyd Y eomanry Regiment
was not to keep thisnamefor long asin 1970 it became The Royd Y eomanry. The
Squadron kept its cap badge as a regimental cap badge and each constituent
sgquadron of the new Regiment retained its distinct identity.

The Royd Yeomanry Regiment was made up of nine old yeomanry regiments
some of which had aready been amalgamated, but al were now reduced to
sguadron strength. The regimentswhich made upthe R.Y .R. (under command
of Lt/Col. D.H. Rice Q.D.G.) were--

"'A" (Royd Wiltshire Yeomanry) Squadron, Swindon & Trowbridge
"B"  (Shewood Rangers Yeomanry) Squadron, Nottingham
"C" (Kent & County of London Yeomany) Squadron, Croydon
"D"  (NorthIrish Horse) Squadron, Bdfagt
""HQ" (Berkshire & Westminger Dragoons) Squadron, London
The Band (Inns of Court and City Yeomanry) London

Thenew Regiment'srolewasto bethat of an Armoured Reconnai ssance Regiment
equipped with Saladin, Saracen and Ferret armoured cars, Bedford RL four ton
trucks and Land Rovers, and, with 5 Sgns. The Royd Y eomanry Regiment
became one of thelarges, if not thelargest regiment withinthe T & A.V.R. and

regular army.

Many of those members of the TA serving at thetime of ama gamation werenot
ableto continueto do so dueto the contraction of the TA, and many of thosewho
remained had to lose rank to say. The Squadron admitted new members from
other units, in particular from The Inns of Court and City Y eomanry, and from

C Sgn. (B. and W.Dgns) from Windsor.

As can be seen, the new regiment was drawn from al over the country, with a
permanent gaff from regimentsin the Royd Armoured Corps.



Each squadron wasto retain its own separateidentity in theway of dress, wearing
its own cap badge, collar badges, and buttons, but would soon be wearing a
common shoulder title, R.Y.R. in brass.

Thenew H.Q. Sgn. RY.R. (aswith the other Sgns.) wasformed on a selection
board basis from members of the old B. & W.Dgns. Regt. and from the Inns of
Court and City Y eomanry with some of the former sdlected to serveinthenew " C*
Sgn. a Croydon. This selection was necessary because of the contraction to aSgn.
strength from aregimentd strength— too many volunteersfor thejobsavailable.

In the early months of 1967, weekends were spent in the Aldershot and
Leicegtershireareas, learning new jobs. It came strange at first, asmost personnel
came from Sabre Squadrons.

In July 1967, the newly formed regiment assembled for the Annual Camp a West
Down on Sdishury Plain, and it wasamost impressve sight to seedl the vehidles
and men that went to make up the new Royd Y eomanry Regiment.

For thefirg week of the Camp, training was carried out by squadrons as troop
training whilst the second week ended in aregimental exercisewhich, asafirs
attempt, was considered quite successful with no vehicles running out of petrol
and no men out of food!

Onthe Sunday of the middle weekend, adrum-head servicewas held, and eech
individua squadron paraded its own Guidon followed by amarch past of thewhole
Regiment by squadronsled by Lt/Col. D.H. Ricewith the Honorary Colonels of
the Regiments taking the salute. The music weas played by the Band of the Inns

of Court and City Yeomanry. A very fine painting of this parade can be seeninthe
Sergeants Messof H.Q. Sgn. at Westminger.

H.Q. Sgn. was equipped with 4 ton lorries, Land Rovers, MK 2 Ferret Scout cars
and Audtin 1 ton trucks (K 9) which were converted localy ascommand vehicles.

Theregimental schemein the second wesk was mogt ingtructive and afar success
seeing it was the firgt regimental occasion where dl squadrons were involved.

For therest of the year and the beginning of 1968 the Sgn. concentrated on troop
and squadron training, and on tradesmen training and tests.

In 1968 and 1969, two sabre sgns. and hdf of H.Q. Sgn. went to Germany for then-
annual camp to stay with ahost regiment, the 5th R. Tanks, and totry out their
new Saracen Personnel Carriers. At thistimeall Squadron personnel wereissued
with the Sterling sub-machine guns. Again the 1 week was devoted to Sgn.
training and the 2nd week to aRegimenta exerdsein which the 5th R. Tanks acted
asthe enemy. The middle weekend wastime for visitsto Hamburg and to view
the Iron Curtain.
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For the hdf of the Regiment that didn't go to Germany, they went to Bellerby in
Y orkshire for squadron training, and a Regimenta exercise for the 2nd week.

The Royd Yeomanry weas extremdy fortunate that Her Mgesty The Queen
Elizabeth, The Queen Mother became the Regimenta Honorary Colonel, and
she paid her firg vigt to the Regiment at a reception held in her honour at
Elverton Street on 30th October 1968.

During the yearstraining nights, the Squadron continued with hard individual
training and with enthusiasm, and gradudly teething troubleswereironed out.

In 1970 H.Q. Sgn. spent auseful (and pleasant) two weekstraining at Thetford
with a Church Parade held on the Sunday morning at which the Squadron was
joined on parade by a'detachment’ of Old Comrades. The Sgn. training during
the second week was on the Stanford training area.

During the Autumn and Spring of 1970/71 weekly training at Elverton Street
went on gpace with the usua Christmas fedtivities at the end of 1970, and the
odd weekend training jaunts.

For the 1971 Camp the Regiment went for a Gunnery Camp to Castlemartin
with firing the 1t week for the Sabre Sgn. gunners, and the Ferret crews of
H.Q. Sgn. were able to fire their Browning Machine Guns while the rest of the
Sgn. were ableto carry out Echelon training with the other Sgn. Echelons. The
2nd week was devoted to a Regimental Exercise. It wasduring the 1970and 1971
camps that the last CO of the B and W.Dgns, Colond J. Penhdigon (Penny)
vidited the Sgn. having beenrecalled to serveasaT & AVR Colond responsible
for al Greater London Units south of the Thames.

In 1971 the command of H.Q. Sgn. passed from the firgt officer commanding,
Mgor R.A.S. Bowlby T.D. to Mgor B. Mollo T.D.

Another important yearly parade in the H.Q. Sgn's caendar has been the
Sarvice of Remembrance held on thetraining evening nearest to Remembrance
Sunday in November, when aparty places crosses at the Field of Remembrance
in Westmingter Abbey Church Yard. This ceremony is followed by a forma

parade sarviceinthe H.Q. Drill Hall at Elverton Street.

Thewhole of the Sgn. and the Regiment went to Germany for the 1972 Campto
take part in alarge scale Exercise with the Regular Army: travelling by road to

Harwich and then by civilian ferry to Bremerhaven, and then straight into the

Exercise for two weeks, the advance party having flown out some days
beforehand. This was to be the pattern for dl following Germany Camps; no

longer was the Sgn. to be based with host regiments, but wasto liveinthefied

for thewhole period of the camp, and to exercisewith the Regular Army intheir
main Germany exercises.
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The "One Army" concept had been adopted with Regular soldiers and T.A.
soldiers being encouraged to consder themsaves members of the same Army.
The Squadron and the T.A. in generd, is equipped to the same scde of
clothing, vehicles and equipment.

Theyear 1972 saw the 25th Anniversary of the reconstruction of the Territoria
Army in 1947 after the 1939/45 War; it so marked the 25th Anniversary of the
re-forming of the Westmingter Dragoons. This was suitably celebrated by the
Officers Dining Club, the Veterans Lunch and the Annual Regimenta Dinner
held during that yeer.

The Squadron aso sad goodbye to Colond Gordon Pamer who handed over
the Honorary Coloneship to Colond EGA Kynaston, OBE, TD, DL, JP, a
prewar Westmingter Dragoon who rose through the ranks to command the
Regiment from 1953 to 1957.

One night in 1972 a group of anarchigts caling themsaves the Angry Brigade
placed abomb againg the splendid wooden entrance doorsto the Drill Hall and
blew them in. It is thought that they believed that they were attacking the
Headquarters of the Royd Tank Regiment whose door is on the corner of

Elverton Street and Horseferry Road! They were eventudly caught and received
long sentences for this and other Smilar crimes.

In 1972, the O.CA. log the sarvices of its Wdfare Officer Mgor Richard
Bullock C. B., after twenty years of dedicated service to matters of wdfareto past
members of the Regt. who werein need of help.

In April 1972 the Squadron, in the Saracensand Ferrets, took part in aparade of
the T.A. cdled Exercise "L ondon Pride" at Duke of Y ork's Headquarters, at
which the salute was taken by the then Prime Minigter, Mr. Edward Heath.

Theyear 1973 saw the continuing round of training eveningsfor the Squadron,
and here mention should be made of the competance of the R.S.O. and his
operators, and the very superior radio setsthen in use. One H.Q. Sgn. vehide
onalong range radio exercise did, by careful sighting, obtain some 46 mileson
aB47 set, ashort range V.H.F. st for 3- 5 milesonly!

With the spread of the Sgns. locationsin Northern Ireland, London, Croydon,
Wiltshire and Nottingham, the R.S.0. was able to hold in the first 2 years
severd very successul Sky Wave Radios Exs. to include most of the R.A.C.
regiments stationed in England and in BAOR.

In June 1973 Ferrets of the Squadron carried the Rhine Band of the Royd Tank
Regiment round the arena of Wembley Stadium asapart of theMusical Ridein
the Military Musica Pageant. The Band rode on Land Rover seats hooked on
the theturrets and, athough they looked precarious, no mishap occurred.
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The 1973 Camp was held in May a West Down, Tilshead, and fdlowed the
usual pattern of squadron training for the first week, and aregimental exercise
for the second week. At thiscamp the North Irish Horse attended, and brought
over their armoured Land Rovers, and their up-armoured Saracens. However,
thered highlight of this camp wasthat the Royd Honorary Colonel, the Queen
Mother, and Princess Alexandra, vidted the Regiment, and she watched each
squadron perform one aspect of its armoured recce role, and following a
Regimental Advance in Review Order she inspected the Regiment. Following
lunch with the officers, Her Mgesty departed by helicopter to three rousing
cheersfrom the Regiment, but not before numerous membersof H.Q. Sgn. had
had the opportunity of meeting and spesking to the Royd guests.

In 1974 a change in the command of the H.Q. Sgn. took place with Mgor I.C.
Brooking-Thomas T.D. taking over from Mgor B. Mallo T.D.

Camp for this year was held, as in 1971, at Castlemartin in the county of
Pembrokeshire, and known as Linney Head to large numbers of ex-tank and
armoured car members. The firgt week was devoted to troop and squadron
firing with the second week, asusua to aregimentd exercise.

Shortly after this camp there was the retirement of the Paymaster, Mgor D.A.
Bishop T.D., who was the last remaining Westmingter Dragoon commissioned
officer to serve, having been commissioned into the Westmingter Dragoons
from the Sgts. Messin January 1959.

In September of 1974 the Squadron took part in Exercise ' 'Full House™ which
was held in the Banbury area, and wes the first weekend exercise in which the
whole Regiment took part including, of course, the North Irish Horse who
came over from Ulster with their armoured Land Roversand their up-armoured
Saracens.

In November of 1974the T. A. wasrepresented by the Squadron at the National
Sarvice of Remembrance at The Cenotaph wearing great-coats for thelagt time
as they were theregfter withdrawn. The Daily Express, confused by the
Squadron'sred hats, referred to the contingent as a " detachment of impressive
Royd Military Police with Sterling machine guns draped menacingly across
their chests" and published a photograph captioned "Guard of Honour
military policemen line up in Whitehal | yesterday"!

Theyear 1975 saw another visit to the Regiment & H.Q. in Elverton Street of its
illustrious Regimental Honorary Colone, H.M. The Queen Mother, who
attended a reception given in her honour.

The Camp for 1975 was again held in Germany with the Regiment training with
regular regimentsand in regular formationswhichisexcdllent training for part-
timesoldiers.



Another yearly event in the Squadron cdendar, athough perhaps more
concerned with the Westmingter Dragoons Old Comrades Association, but to
which serving soldiers in the Squadron can attend, is a parade held in Hyde
Park on the first Sunday in May. Thisisamemoria parade and service for dl
cavdry O.CA.'s who assamble there, and after marching past the Cavdry
Memorid Statue, wherethewreaths arelaid and the salute taken, form up for a
sarvice of remembrance for dl members of cavdry regiments who fdl in two
world wars and in action since 1946.

Thisparadeisattended by thousands of ex-cavary men, andisagood example
of the strength of those O.C.AA's and in particular of the O.CA. of the
Westmingter Dragoons which has dways given great support to the serving
regiment/squadron.

In April of 1976 the Regiment, and particularly R.H.Q. had another roya
vigitor, namely H.R.H. Princess Alexandra, who, as Deputy Honorary Colond
of the Royd Y eomanry attended a reception given in her honour.

The camp for 1976 was held in the North of England a Otterburn, excdlent
country for armoured car training.

Since 1967 the Squadron had been receiving new and better combat kit and

equipment. The Bedford RL four ton truckswere replaced by the Bedford MK

diesd four ton trucks with greater creature comforts such as heaters. As the

Ministry of Defence had decided that the jerrycan had had its day, the

Squadron received Unit Bulk Refueling Equipment which when mounted ona
MK turned it into amobilefilling station thuslightening to some extent theload
of MT troop. The Mark 2 Ferrets which had been with the Squadron from the

beginning were withdrawn and replaced with the 'sports' verson — the

turretlessMark 1 Ferret.

Spring of 1977 saw the arrival of thetenth birthday of the Royd Y eomanry, and
to celebrate the occason anumber of eventswere planned by the Regiment and
by the Squadrons.

The H.Q. Sguadron (Westmingter Dragoons) Royd Yeomanry exercised its
Freedom of the City of Westmingter on 27th March and following aninspection
of the Squadron at Horse Guards Parade by the Lord Mayor of Westminger, the
Guidon was paraded through the streets of Westmingter by the Squadron
mounted in four Saracens, a Guidon Party in five Ferrets, eight Bedford RL's,
two Land Rovers carrying the OC and Second in Command, two more Ferrets
with MTO and SSM, fallowed by the Squadron LAD with a Scammel and a
Bedford. The Lord Mayor complimented the Squadron on its turnout but did
not know that the dress rehearsal was ruined by a non starting Saracen.



Thenonthe 1g April, Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother attended a cocktail
party given by the Royd Yeomanry at the Cavary and Guards Club.

The Combined Cavdry Old Comrades Parade wes held for the year 1977 on
Sunday, 1¢ May in Hyde Park as usual, and the Band of the Royd Y eomanry
was on parade. The saute was taken by H.R.H. The Princess Alice of
Gloucegter, and this year the Regiment had to provide two men to act with two
others from the 17/21 Lancers as Main Wregth Bearers. Asusud thereweas a
good attendance by members of the Westmingter Dragoons O.C.A.

For the H.Q. Squadron's O.C.A. there are four main eventsin the calendar —
the Cavdry O.C's Parade in Hyde Park in May, fdlowed by a buffet lunch at
H.Q. The possible vigt to the Regiment when in Camp over the middle
weekend, the Remembrance Sarvicein the Westmingter Dragoons Regimental
Church, i.e. Westmingter Abbey, early November, and findly there is the
Annual Generd Meeting and Regimental Dinner later in November.

In June 1977 the Squadron paraded the Guidon at the Review of Reserve Forces
a Wembley Stadium by Her Mgesty The Queen as part of the cel ebrations of

Siver Jubilee Year. The Guidon Party was in No. 2 Dress and carried sdf

loading rifles with fixed bayonets. Forty two Standards, Colours and Guidons
were on Parade representing Resarves of dl three Services. The Squadron was
aso represented by two troopers in the London District Contingent.

In September of 1977 the Regiment went for its Annual Camp to Westdown
Camp on Sdlisbury Plain, that stamping ground for soldiers for generations
past, attacking and defending its wel-known features.

So arrived another year and another year of troop and squadron training both at
evening sessions a Elverton Street, and weekend sessons in country locations
culminating inthe Annual Camp for 1978 in Germany, once more being part of

alarge Regular Army formations exercise.

The New Year Honours List for 1979 contained the award of an M.B.E. to
WO. Il CharlesWicker inrecognition of his36 yearsserviceintheT. A. and the
T.A.V.R.— not bad record of service seeing he was only then 53!

The year 1979 saw a change in command of H.Q. Squadron with Mgor P.M.
Mayles I D. taking over from Mgor 1.C. Brooking-Thomas T.D. who had
sarved the Squadron well for three years. Mgor Mayles came from C.Sgn.
(Kent and County of London Y eomanry) based a Croydon.

Annua Camp for 1979 was held a the Stanford PT. A. location with troop and
squadron training during the first week and leading on in the second week to a
regimental exercise in which al the squadrons took part.



The location of the Annual Camp for 1980 was again in Germany taking part

with the Regular Army in their manoeuvres as part of N.A.T.O. defendve
exercises.

A mention here must be made of a pogt-war organisation called the Brunswick
Boys Club which has strong connections with the Westmingter Dragoons and
some of their past members. ThisbeganinaROW. Camp, Oflag 79, which was
near Brunswick, when some of the prisoners redised that after two, three or
four years of incarceration one of thefacilitiesthat they greatly missed wasthose
for recreation and games, these were dso lacking for children and particularly
for young boys in deprived inner city areas. So a committee containing a
number of ex-Westmingter Dragoonswas set up to plan just such aclub for boys,
dter the termination of the War, in the Fulham area of London.

True to the convictions of those POW.'saclub was opened in Fulham in 1947,
and from that beginning the Club, called the Brunswick Bays Club, has grown
and prospered, and the prize possession of the Club isapainting of theroll-cal
in Oflag 79 on Christmas Day 1944, painted in the Camp by Gordon Horner.
The present Club Committee gtill contain severd ex W.D.'s.

The firgt event of importance for the year 1981 was when the Squadron again
exercised its Freedom of the City of Westmingter on the 21s March, 1981, this
time dismounted. The Sguadron marched to Horse Guards Parade from
Elverton Street, and wasinspected by the Lord Mayor. The Guidon was trooped
through the squadron and the retiring OC, Mgor Mayles, formdly handed the
sguadron over to his succesor, Mgor Winganley. The Squadron marched past
the Lord Mayor and through Whitehall Arch, past Parliament and dong the
concrete canyon of Victoria Street with the sound of the band echoing back and
forth, and back to Elverton Strest.

The Annua Campin 1981 washeld at Warcop, and the Regiment was graced by
avigt from H.R.H. Princess Alexandra Thewesather was as one might expect
at Warcop — uncertain! Her Royd Highness met the squadron whilst it was
preparing for an exercisewhich wasto start the next day, and which would range
over County Durham, Northumberland and Cumbria. The squadron was in
the vehicle park of Warcop Camp which wasin fact amuddy, windy and rain-
swept fidd. The squadron wes drawn up informdly to meet Her Royd
Highness who spoke to as many of the squadron as she could. She dined that
evening with the Regiment's officers.

Theyear 1982 saw the arrival of anew Honorary Colond of the H.Q. (W. Dgns)
Son., Mgor Gen. JG.R. Allen, C.B. who took over from Mgor Gen. T.M.
Brockbank C.B.E., M.C. to whom the Regiment said agrateful farewdl.

Much of thetraining of the of the early part of 1982 was directed towards the
high levd of efficiency going to be needed during the Annual Camp which was
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to be hed in Germany (near Ludenhausen) and was part of Exercise
"Crusader" which received great publicity nationdly. This was the biggest
British troop movement since D.Day. The MOD wanted to find out how long it
would take for BAOR to be re-inforced from the UK in atime of international
tension. Thesquadron's 'A" vehicleswere put in containers and sent on abroad
by road and seato Belgium and then by rail to the Corps Reinforcement Group
at Senndlager where they were reunited with their crews. Thiswasthefirgt time
this had been done and the squadron until then had been accustomed to driving
them dl theway. The" B" vehiclestravelled by road and ferry to Senndager as
had dways been the practice. The regiment then came under command of
BAOR for the exercise. The exercise and practice mobilisation was declared a
great success by the Ministry. The doings of the Squadron were brought to the
attention of the public (including the fact the SHQ command vehiclewascalled
Gladys) by the Defence Correspondent of The Timeswho travelled to Germany
with the Squadron.

A further mention must be made of animportant aspect in thelife of the present
H.Q. (Wesminger Dragoon's) Sgn. RY. and to the past Westmingter
Dragoon's Regiment (etc) which has carried on from the immediate post-war
period, which isthe matter of Benevolence for dl past (or present) members of
the Westminster Dragoons (Rgt/Sgn).Itisadministered by appointed Trustees,
from the Regimenta Association, forming asub-committee of the Westminster
Dragoons Regimental Association Benevolent Fund; this sub-committee under
the Wdfare Officer administer the Fund to make loans, donations and other
payments, after suitable scrutinising of requests, to Dragoons who may bein
need.

Another important event during 1982 was that the squadron provided a
contingent for a parade in the presence of Her Mgesty the Queen at Imphal
Barracks, York, to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the T.A. and the
Inauguration of 2nd Infantry Divison — itself mainly composed of TA units.
The Regiment led the Drive Past with each Squadron's Guidon mounted in a
Fox. The Squadron having no Fox of its own borrowed one from C(K & CLY)
Sgn. Thetrumpeters from the Band (ICCY) played afanfar on Her Mgesty's
arrival but the Ferret which carried its Guidon was crewed by the Squadron as
naturally the Band had no RAC crewmen. Following the Regiment inthe Drive
Past were four Fox of the Queen's Own'Y eomanry mounting the fours Guidons
of the Regiment. The spectacle of ten Yeomanry Guidons on parade was
splendid and cannot have been seen for many years.

Later in the year 1982 came the find parting of the ways of the Berkshire
Yeomanry and the Westminger Dragoons of which mention has previoudy
been made.

The Berkshire Yeomanry with whom the Wesminger Dragoons had
amadgamated in 1961, had been reformed as 94 (Berkshire Yeomanry)
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Squadron of 71 (Yeomanry) Signd Regiment, Royd Corps of Signals. As the
Squadron's connection with Berkshire had diminished over the years it was
decided that the Squadron should again be known asthe Westminster Dragoons
and that the old badge— the Coat of Armsof the City of Westminster — should
be readopted. The squadron marched the Berkshire and Wesminger
Dragoons Guidon to Westminster Abbey on 5th December, 1982, and laid it up.
TheWestmingter Dragoons Guidon, presented to the Westmingter Dragoonsbe
Her Mgegsy The Queen at Buckingham Pdace in 1960 was rededicated in a
ceremony performed by the Dean of Westminger and the Squadron marched
back to Elverton Street through the dark streets behind the Band and the
rededi cated Guidon. Unfortunately, the new (old) badgeswere not available for
generd issueuntil late 1983.

In 1983 the Royd Yeomanry again went for their Annua Training Camp to
Wesdown Camp. This was the firs camp where the yeomanry was fully
equipped with the Fox Armoured Cars, and after the parade at this camp, the
last surviving Sdladin Armoured Car was driven off the parade ground to the
strains of 'Auld Lang Syne. It was dso in 1933 that the Clansman series of
radios were introduced and greatly improved communications.

One ex WO. was heard to describe the new Fox A.C. asan armoured sports car
powered by ade-tuned Jaguar engine which mounted a scaled down Boforsgun
caled a Rardon cannon. This cannon fires at such arate that it 'drills holes
through armour plating! In such ahigh performance car the crew (3) areobliged
to wear crash helmets with built-in headphones and microphone.

All of thisis afar cry from the Armoured Cars first used by the Westmingter
Dragoons on their reforming in 1923 &fter the Great War (Which they had
started with horses). There had been three A.C.'s in those days, the Peerless,
Crosdey, and later the Rolls-Royce— there are till somemembersof the O.C. A.
who actually crewed these vehicles.

The Peerlesshad an American chasssand engine, twin turretseach mounting a
Hotchkiss gun, solid tyres, foot-brake operation on the propel ler shaft, flat out
speed 15 m.p.h. (fagter down hill in neutral but difficult to stop then!); a
separate steering whed in the back which could be locked 'in' or ‘out' for
driving in reverse. The Rollswas amuch more advanced vehicle and remained
in servicewith 22nd London Armoured Car Company (Westmingter Dragoons)
TA until their change of roll in 1938. It continued service in the Middle East
wel into the ‘forties.

The Peerless together with the RollsRoyce were used on convoy during the
Generd Strikein 1926 and the Peerlesswere crewed by Westmingter Dragoons.
Thiswas becausethe Royd Tank Corps could not supply sufficient crewsfor the
Peerless, and Teritorids cannot be used for ‘strike-bresking'. Only
Territorials, theW.D.'sin particular, were available so abill wasrushed through
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the Commonsalowing Territorialsto volunteer to leavethe T. A. on atemporary
basis, thus becoming civilians, they could then crew the armoured cars.

Onthe question of new members, recruiting into the Squadron had aways been
a deady flow helped dong by occasond advertising by MOD and Gregter

London TAVRA. Theindividual squadronshad their own methods of selection
and enlissment. In 1983 the Regiment began to run Regimental Sdlection

Weekends for potentia recruits. These were held a The Guards Depot,

Pirbright, and each squadron sent its potential new soldiersto be assessed both

physicdly and mentdly in a weekend packed with employment and fitness

tests. The recruitswere assessed as to their character and suitability for service

in the Regiment. Over 25% were reected as unsuitable. Those passng were

attested and went on a two week recruit course run at a regular training

establishment, if possble the RAC Training Regiment. Following this the

recruit is posted to a Troop and begins histrade training.

Theyear ended on ahigh note and again one good for recruiting for onthe 17th
December, 1983, the Squadron led a parade past Westminger City Hdl in
Victoria Street, where the Sdute was taken by The L ord Mayor of Westminger,
to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of the T.A. Following the sguadron,
which was mounted in Saracens and Ferrets, were the other surviving TA units
in Westmingter — 6 (London Scottish) Coy, 51t Highland Volunteers and B
Coy, 4th Royd Green Jackets, The Band (ICCY) played marches and carols (in
deference to the season) besidethe saluting base. Markerswere provided by the
Squadron in ceremonid dress. Owing to the threat of action by the IRA little
publicity was given and the parade was seen only by Christmas shoppers.
Following the parade the Lord Mayor gave areception for those taking part.

Also in 1983, three members of the Sgn. led by Lt. Macnamara, appeared at
TheRoyd Tournament at Earls Court dressed in the ceremonid full dressof the
Westmingter Dragoons as part of the celebrations for the 75th Anniversary of
the T.A.

The year 1984 was not amonth old when, as aresult of the withdrawal of the
Squadron's Saracen Armoured Cars, at the end of 1983, the squadron's first
tracked vehicles since 1958 — a Spartan on loan from the Blues and Royds
arrived in January. Driver training commenced straight avay and the Squadron
wes able to crew its complement of Sultan (armoured command vehicle),
Spartan (armoured personnel carrier) and Samaritan (armoured ambulance) at
Annua Camp in Germany in October. The Regiment had aso been equipped
with Clansman radios which were very much more sophisticated than the
Larkspur setsthey replaced and were secure. With theissue of the CVR(T) —
Combat Reconnaisance Vehide (Tracked) the Regiment became fully equi pped
to the same standard as a Regular recce regiment.
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Aswedl asthe ceremony aready referred to, the Squadron twice represented the
TA a the British Legion's Annual Fedtival of Remembrance and have on a

number of occasions provided Guards of Honour to The Lord Mayor on civic

occadonsand in 1987 the Greater London TAVRA was presented with abanner
by the Greater London Council, and the Regiment was represented by two

Ferrets from the Squadron.

TheHonorary Colond, H.M. The Queen Mother, again attended a Regimentd
Reception held in her honour at Elverton Street on the 12th July, 1984 when she
wasintroduced to over one hundred serving and past members of the Regiment.

The Annual Campin 1984 was Exercise"Lionheart” and wasasmilar exercise
to Ex. " Crusader" in 1982 in that mobilisation arrangementsfor the Territorial
Army were being tested and getting the troops over to join the B.O.A.R. and
much publicity was given to the exercise.

TheFTX part of "Crusader” wes caled Ex. " Spearhead 84" and thiswasthe
biggest exercise of its type snce the War. For the journey out, H.Q. (W.Dgns)
Sgn. (which had been visted by the U.S. Secretary of State for Defence, just
before it left Westmingter), travelled in no less than three main parties ..~ by
rail, (A" vehicles being containerised), by road ('B' vehicles being driven) and
by Trigtar Jet (for some personnel). This air party had to finish the last part of
their journey to Sennelager by rail — and in cattletrucks! The seacrossng from
Dover to Zeebrugge was made by Channel ferries, one squadron to each ferry.

Onthisexercise, the Royd Y eomanry was given some demanding tasksto do dl
of which were carried out with acclaimed success. Thiswas especidly the case
in the second week's exercise which was a hectic one racing eestwards towards
the Hertz Mountains and the East German border. Supply lines were dmost
sretched to the limit, and reflect great credit on those responsible for kegping
the Regiment supplied with the vital necessties that were needed over such a
distance.

In 1985 the Annua Camp was held a the Gunnery Camp at Castlemartin
(Linnyhead for old campaigners) in West Waes, where much useful practise
was put in with the units various arms including a target aircraft being shot
down by a '30 Browning from a Ferret Scout Car! This caused dismay and
dishdlief from the range authorities!

At theend of thiscamp, the Regiment exercised back from Castlemartin by way
of midWades to Sdisbury. This exercise needed much organisation and
adminigtrative support since at times the Regiment was stretched out over 100
miles of roads; the exercise proved a success.

On the 23rd October, 1985 H.R.H. Princess Alexandra attended a Regimenta
Reception in her honour at Elverton Street.
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At the end of the year the Regimental Bobdeigh Team won the Army 4-man
Handicap Competition with H.Q.(W.Dgns) Sgn. forming the mgor part of the
Royd 'Y eomanry's Bobdeigh Team. The team had again been to Switzerland to
race in the British Championship. A beginners skiing course was aso run for
young members of the Squadron.

In 1986, Mgor T.C. Parkes took over command of the H.Q. (W.Dgns) Sgn.
from Mgor C.J. Windanley, but owing to unforeseen circumstances Mgor
Parkes was to hand over the command of the squadron in 1987 to Mgor P.D.
Kennerly.

Thelast serving soldier to have started his service asaNationa Serviceman was
Sgt. Charles Fry, B.E.M., RA.M.C. who a one time was the S.SM. of H.Q.
(W.Dgns) Sgn., and had served continuoudy until his sudden death on duty in
April 1986.

The Royd Yeomanry went to Germany again in 1986 taking part in Exercise
"Keystone" with the Queen's Own Y eomanry; this exercise was for the T.A.
and Regular Army reconnaisance regiments, and was a preparation for the
bigger exercise to be carried out during 1987.

A Regimenta exercise during the year took place on the Wrekinin Shropshire,
and taking part for thefirgt timewasaunit of the Home Defence Force. Assault
troops were carried into attacks aong the banks of the River Severn by train
since no hdlicopters were available.

The main socid function of the year was another vigit by Princess Alexandra
who, during this vigt to H.Q. in Elverton Street, met and spoke to as many
people from the Squadron as possible assembled there to meet the Princess.

In May 1987, the Cavdry Memorid Service and Paradewasheld, onceagain, in
Hyde Park where the salute was taken by Field Marshall Sr John Stanier. This

was the firg time that the Westmingster Dragoons Regimental association's

contingent did not march asaseparate unit, but asapart of the Royd Y eomanry
Association's contingent. The RY.A. put on a buffet lunch a R.H.Q. in

Westmingter for its members and for al members of the separate squadron's

O.C. A.'s. Thefunction was very well attended and a grest success.

The Camp in 1987 was again with the B.A.OR in Germany, and wes a
continuation of Exercise "Keystone" of 1986. It was divisonal exercise with
mgjor formations of the Territorid Army and the reconnai sance regiments of
the Regular Army gdationed in Germany, taking part. It wasin 1987 that the
Ptarmigan wasfitted to the R.H.Q. command vehicles. Thisexerciseturned out
to be a very comprehensve training exercise which included a crossing of the
River Weiser; the Regiment and H.Q. (W.Dgns) Sgn. in particular, gained
much experience from this exercise, and were again congratulated for their
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efforts, enthusiasm and professonalism.

As had dready been recorded, command of H.Q. (W.Dgns) Sgn. passed to
Mgor P.D. Kennerley during 1987. Mgor Kennerley came to command from
'C (Kent &C.L.Y) Sgn. at Croydon.

In conclusion, with the end of the year 1987, thefirst twenty yearsin the life of
theRoyd Yeomanry, anditsH.Q. (Westmingter Dragoons) Sgn. cameto an end.
Much had been achieved by the Regiment, and no doubt the same high standard
and enthusiasm which has been present in the past will continue to be therein
the future twenty years. As fa as H.Q. (Wesmingder Dragoons) Sgn. is
concerned, the name "Westmingter Dragoons' is till in being, and hopefully
will continue to beinto the foreseegble future.



APPENDIX 1

TheH.Q. (Wesminger

Dragoons) Sguadron, R.Y.
1967-1987

The Titles of H.Q. (Westminster Dragoons) Sgn.
Royd Y eomanry
1967 -1987

(a) Headquarters (Berkshire and Westminster Dragoons) Squadron, The Roya
Y eomanry Regiment 1967 — 1971

(b) Headquarters (Berkshire and Westminster Dragoons) Squadron, The Royd
Yeomanry 1971 - 1983

(c) Headquarters (Westminster Dragoons) Squadron, The Roya Yeomanry
1983 -

Honorary Colonels of H.Q. (Westminster Dragoons)

Sgn. RY.
1967 - 1972 Col. The Hon. Gordon Pamer, OBE TD DL JP.
1972 - 1977 Col. E.G.A. Kynaston, OBE TD DL JP.
1977 - 1982 Maj. Gen. J.M. Brockbank, CBE MC.
1982 - 1987 Maj. Gen. J.G.R. Allen, CB.
1987 — Maj. Gen. Simon Cooper.
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Officers commanding the H.Q. (Westminster

1967--1971
19711974
1974--1979
1979--1981
1981 —1986
1986--1987
1987-

Dragoons) Sgn. RYY.

Mg .R.A.S. BowlbyTD.
Mg .B.MolloTD

Ma).1.C. Brooking-Thomas TD
Mg . P.M. MaylesTD
Mal. C.J. Winstanley
Mg]. T.C. Parkes

Mal. P.D Kennerley

Squadron Sergeant-Mgjors of

H.Q. (Westminster Dragoons) Sgn. R.Y.

1967--1969
1969--1971

1971 --1972
1972--1974
1973--1974

1967-1987
W.0.2 S. Pepper 1974--1975 W.0.2 L.A. Scott
W.0.2 D. Mully 1975--1979 W.0.2 C. Wicker
MBE
W.0.2 D.A. Williams 1979--1983 W.0.2 T.M. Burton
W.0.2 D. Lucraft 1983--1987 W.0.2A.D.Pilton
W.0.2 C.A. Fry 1987- W.0.2 M.P. Taylor

TheH.Q. (Westminster Dragoons) Sgn. R.Y.

Annual Camps 1967 — 1987

1967 Westdown 1978 Germany (Cuxhaven)

1968 Bellerby/Germany (half sgnto 1979 Stanford PT.A.
each)(Wolfenbuttel)

1969 Bellerby/Germany (half sgnto 1980 Germany (Leuth)
each)

1970 StandfordPT.A. 1981 Warcop

1971 Castlemartin 1982 Germany (Ludenhausen)

1972 Germany (Gottengen) 1983 Westdown

1973 Westdown 1984 Germany (Leuth)

1974 Castlemartin 1985 Castlemartin

1975 Germany (Jacobsburg) 1986 Germany

1976 Otterburn 1987 Germany

1977 Westdown



Awards & Decorationsto Serving Members of
H.Q. (Westminster Dragoons) Sgn. RY
1967-1987

W.0.2 Wicker-M.B.E.
Sgt. CA. Fry (RAMC ATT) (Former SSM and ROMS RY) - B.E.M.
Mg. A.S. Brown TD (RAPC ATT) (Former QM. Tech.) - M.B.E.

APPENDIX 2

THE SQUADRONSOF THE ROYAL YEOMANRY
AND THEIR LOCATIONS

WESTMINSTERH.Q. (Westminster Dragoons)sﬁuadron.
1 Elverton Street, London SW1P 2QJ.

LONDON Band of the Royal Yeomanry
(Innsof Court and City Yeomanry)

TROWBRIDGE A. (Royal Wiltshire Yeomanry
Squadron. T.A. Centre, Bythesea Road,
Trowbridge.

SMNDON A. (Royal Wiltshire Yeomanry)
Sguadron. Training Centre,
Church Place, Snvindon.

NOTTINGHAM B. (Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry)
Sguadron. Cavendish Drive,
Carlton, Nottingham.

CROYDON C. (Kent and Shar pshooter s Yeomanry)
SquadronandtheLight Aid
Detachment, REME. TheBarracks,
Mitcham Road, Croydon.

BELFAST D. (NorthIrishHorse) Squadron,
Dunmore Park Camp, AntrimRoad,
Belfast, Northern Ireland.






