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-Qg meg amr n~ 1 Team did not 'land &8 I'CT IV 'was hit before it
P 2N P RIt R 4 i sl s il Ay
dould touch Gown, Tank Comd . F/3)t Byrne and Col ¥idcdleten,

7. Lene € wes unfortunately \sev down i{lea-me’ 3. : L*

AVRE rolled out its metuing snd the Bobbln AVHE wes not requis
_cover thé bad ground EEn sl s
il - The 14»&@15;; fiail (Lt.Tovnsend-Sreen) began flsiling

&Y H, 9,00 flailed some 20 yds intand and was boused in the VXY
mér§ groundy - The second Tieil (Cpl Barten) was not commitied

0 iene owing to the ba¢ going and the Trocp le2ader (Lu,Towmsend. | |
Grevs) from the bo:ged vank took over commend of this veniele, As E-'
orders hac .been given that the ramp exit &t the ZASTERN end of

Ihis exit tut unfeorwupately was bossgdd in the cley, . This tank woe k
subsequently nit three times by an .80 gm Fg gun sived at the BAS Ry o

the Leach, ; St e e

The Tascin AVAE on thié lane ‘reached H ¥, B, snd as it
; 2 brst of B4 fire kilied the oriver,  The
g;sg%femg gear slowiy climbed the fascine sng turned over eon its’

L HARL, was vitsl this tenk then nroc-edsd across the beach towerds i
|

&, Lone 3. The tesm §f‘ thls -J.r:ne touched dow ' {
: . i em ot Th ? OWIT puih
in ivte eorrect nosition snd wes o

Holy. The Bobbin AVES was not resuires
?ﬁjt{hieiggrggiwon of e buach was good, The ‘leading fi;il . .
toe r*\-{ne{ie{l began flailing av H, M, enc fisiled g path thyeugh
LE HA};:L m&g.fgr’x}n? ma:in_u}mx.. en reaching thé latféx"&sl- rosd irité,»
Wie sunnory of tgliLA¢;’Z;?}ES i‘i@’!’}v}go Tunavery i, task ordered In 7
Gig ne P s iyl flergusately the grroc P AT A
town %; f%a bicf;ﬁ;@i_f;%;oml?gtg?% mig ﬁai"l{ was d;snﬁfygg g'g 1»*.!:&:'x :
77 Nounged and retuiued 1o yx,” o 0F D¢ 9¢ertaines ms.eraw .
: LA8 “8eCondi(Cant B Trut n Sepn i S Gnieo e
lescing €1ei] naused- alnees’ co7H0T) flail ol : 0 ; S
Y u.m% v%g":ngs;sst'nfl%gsz Uirough the n~.1.ne£efizegxﬁi§§2 %fof‘ga%
‘ Humber of minac s V0 Mines connected he e \
itfscixxe AVLE ms:’gﬁi’;g:ﬁ???grgyeﬁ_an tiig m?”wg‘;;’ Sf’s’;ftf“s‘?:ﬁ%
v Yo e R 1Te in 3 % % B L YR
w:z;hg,n@ \}m' Second fladl wag Ea:;xeubreacm g of this lane, (
track f:lc‘i*c“’s LW use it 1% was Sgbn}n the ;ag_@ it was bbaﬁ:m
o i i : Sequentiy used as a heavy

P Y i '-fn(; % &
SALT of jig preary

on this lane
its Balling

« -v.‘--i 2 WEe o 6 ARCY : £ s
&nd wag 1‘01.-1““,‘*‘:? obj evive, The 'Lea?‘x;'g some 400
mat B AVEE weg g.“mvé?'z'e“ Dysthe Bshbin MR ,,f:"’“
! ting eng the Avee YO Crogs the bad Eronna af LB EeY

% kpnk comd ¢iq NOY .thevefors wi ‘hm‘ﬁ'ﬁ;l

g R O R A S N AT

Lleviena ma




; : v wed immedisetly hehind the Bobbim wes
“""Tnggfz:::aglitixt g‘l).é;obut the ee::}gnd flaitegeihas:abg%gggga

g y having cre !

¢ L A A e blg to Giscover the correct

p was una
£ind his objective wtgap Jnavl? the mimefield it o CAI

€ n the maimland ;
¢d in the mar a 55‘;“‘;’,2,-3 not required {o,lay thelr ifascinee on

5 The fascingiﬂgﬂ;‘l
o initial breaching. : VRE Laid its metiing on leaving
o gare 5S4 The Roly Poly A e Bobbin AVRE which was not

: ed B2
then followed by pétches were amall end easily

't was :
we LCT, t0 },ay its matting as the clay

ot uingel aabIS, 531t poole end Cpl Kopervs G y then sverted
' T‘“:JQ{” wféaizgdaf‘{:gle% a path through the mi;;eﬁe_ld on Yo
whe lf,';f,-,,l r;;a:j .and went towar'gg tkiefxli‘ds a: Lﬁ ng?lwszit'xg iom‘i
roads a shell fell or %o the Yo& ma
o00 yds from the cross ro e S snding flail tham

d to be & tenk obstacle,
:ﬁ::g :gi:lt:epgg:gimeoAVRE whieh had followed the flail off tge LCT

3 e weg used for filling the craier, . The fleils the i
""’Jg\:e?f;“éo the X rds turned left and flailed a 16 fv g 3 : 3
v ;:hol; jnfentry through the minefield on the SOUTHERS side of the road
in order that the infantry could get through their carriers snd
wheeks, Subsequently a gap was also mede in 2 mimefield further
: i the AA gunners, : / 2

for the Sp Arty and th :
inrand Tg-;final flail off this LCT carrying the Breach’ Comd (Capt.
H,p.Stanyon) Wwas struck on the petrol vank by & heavy mortar or gun

which pierced the petrol tank, ; “ :
g - The tgnk immeéiatgly went up in flemes,. The lane o _me

jateral road was cong%eted gy approx Biplus 16, .. . ..
11, Lane 6, e Roly Poly AVRE laid itvs matting snd was
followed by the Bobbib which laid itvs metding over a bad ;{atch of claey. -
The two flails then crpssed the matting and stavted flalling av H, Wik, F
“Crne wwo flails {Sjt Wersh and Cpl Roberus A) were successful 4
4n breaching the minefield up to the lateral road end the lsne was :
open at approx H plus 22.° The fascine AVRE wes used to place ite : A
fascine in the crater meationed in para 10 to make a more effective
bridge,  The lcadimg flail maving breached the minefield was then
ordered to rally and come to 231 Inf Rde res, - - 33 L i e
" The second flail was used to develope the siligle tank gap ey
mentioned im para 9 above Wt unfortunaetly was bogged in the marshy - &
ground through the lane which had been made, R
12, Subsequently the Squ reverted to Comd of 31 Inf Bde &nd
ceme under control of Regt HQ, The Sqgn harboured for the night
D/D plus 1 on the outskirts of WEUVAINE, oo et s s e
.13 ‘on D pius 1 work went on preparing the tanks for further
sction @nd rechveryng the bogged tanks., AT 1200 hrs on this day
the Regt was ordered to a fwd rally at BRECY where it remsinea for
thQ‘_niﬁt ghpl\xa 1/D plus 2, - 3 < : T R
- 5 . Tr'ou Ut the ! Lk Lol ST
_were'as fonon,?m the whole of ‘*me action ou D day ﬁcwaliueg A

X -t

Vehicles, g 5,

(a; Ry enemy sction - :
(b ’Swekdir;a x‘a‘ngy and subsequently Sl

- inundat the Se “to Pailure
of Beach Rec, S el t‘. ﬁilﬂ’ ¥

erEsNel; 7t o ;
B ficers = NIl
URET T
WQuncédi :
: Officers - NIT,.,
g - Sjt Lindsay
 L/Sjt Butcher
Tpy Cooper
i - ‘ Tpr s‘awo &
seing believed wounded,
‘ Tpr Field,
el Tpr @'53. i

e &

&3 A.i.'? FEE

2 Y 5
BRI, Ve, Sl et
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W .M@-& :
v s ietion of the initial assault operagi%ttégf{'sﬁnm'
B cgglporchard on the Southern °“‘°§kir§,§e$, the Sqn was LA
ralnéga%ﬁ had reached the rally by 1400 hrs
Five VILLERS 1le oo T
orderdd f%rxm‘r:r gezghing there the four Crabs comrélarll?.efle Bﬁé lga g ea
vith the comds It.Hobem, Lt.pear, Cpl Jc fnformetion came
Sutton Wit EULLY on passing through CREULLY in OE b
u?g g?r that 30 - 40 German tanks were movimg N S
ver S §
gUC@EV%ﬁgEfgugiégzbgwigok up positi%gegnwg;g ggiggegrouﬁg (;I;tg;e
kirts of CREULLY where red ffom the beaches,
Southern oubs e Sgn which had been recovere - battle
W mgrihgrgr?gmgftzgks 311‘6 not come within range and the- battle
BENONOT) 2 o= g TH. :
passed :tm;lilgn;‘éhﬁhihioléqn moved back just South of CREPON wheme

it leagured for the night,

D plus 1, :
ide a hedge on the
0545 hrs the Sgn moved alongs
1mmedia%: South outskirts of CREPON. At approx 0610 hrs a

he Sqn followed by SAA.fire.
shell exploded in thehtr:is :?gz: gy thg Sgn Ldr's tank killing
A sscond misil 2oLl AR O RNy etk © . A4l e Panl o e he
gpr ggmcm;de?ﬁzsw% and L/Cgl Lennon, Theds?’zmggg :E"{'Zed
g . ut 150 yards away, am .
b ? (t).ancg Yv;giig:ﬁnp:?the gunyout of action with ome shot,
975 Hlaaid ber of the crew and wounding the rest, Cpl 5
Sesiwins carried out Piret Ald most effbciently snd coolly,usder fire. A
Baldwin Tﬁ:"ééﬁdtﬁ‘éﬁ moved back 400 yards taking the woumded to 86 |
' had been seen left of the gun 1
T hag AR, o e formed consisting of 1 Tp C Sagn |
sition a composite force was form ()
O_Crncodiles 141 RAC and 10 men from 8 FAd Regt as infantry to
e b g oba vered the Crocodiles which
ved t:i'i igorggd;gf‘gsbzfltﬁ}?bﬁlc%ox before squirtimg, There
o d to be no one in the pigl- box tut the 86 Fd Regt party on
?‘xe':ggingoit saw Germans in dug outs 50 yards to the rear covered
by wire and mines, These were engaged by 1 Tp with Browning & i
and HE, whereupon 100 Germans surrendered with one 88 mm and :
4 75 mm guns intact except for one of which the breach block was
missin%l.l i Trrl.rilf wastge“zoéggm:gs'?gu%eﬁgéred to a Crab crossing
rim s action
the oatfieugi to which the mest of the Sqn had moved,

At 1200 hrs, 3 Tp were sent off to recover em RAF T truck
wlch had been shot up at BAZENVILLE; however there was no sign of ]
the t.néck and so after shelling ore or two houses known to ctontain
enemy 3 Tp returned, \

Thepaftemoons maintenance was considerably interrupted by
snipers from CREPON and at 2015 hrs Sjt Birch reported a arty of

<0 Germans 1,500 yards away moving across our front from the
direction of BRAZENVILLE, 3 Tp were despatched to deal with them
Capturing 1 officer and 6 OR

4
SUS I S

L

S and certainly killing and
wounding more, The exact number was impossible to discover as the . |
party was engaged in a feeld of oats; blood trails showed that some
got away, :

C Sgn leagired for the night in the same location,
D plus 2,

The Son remained just South of CREPNN all day, petrol being
fetched from the Beach Group, In the gvent
arrived, Oorders were recgived = Sy ]5 Say S

in the aftem j
and B Sqn at BRECY the following morning, oon to join RHQ

£
-

.\ ‘




" IN¥HODUCIION, : ) G
: : May 44 A Squadron were ordered to provide 22 Flails

- 2 On :
for 1 Corps which were to be allocated as follows:- ;

12 to 27 Armoured Brigade to come under command of Major

rd of 22 Dragoons and for the initial landing to be aivided-

CLiffo .
gxll'%o two parties,. one of eight flails under Wajor Wallace and the

other of four under Capt Beaumont. :
5 to 266 Forward Delivery Squadron., This in fact wes
- 1 Tp under Lt.Ingrem., % : :
5 to 'Cr Sgn Cenadian Armoured Delivery Regiment, ~ This
was 3 Tp under It.D, S, Squirrell and subsequently Lt,A,K,Dick. :
The above gartieswat,er@:joofed their vehicles at Thorpeness
suffolk and proceeded from there by Transporter to Concentration

Areas as followS:e

Wajor Wallace!s party to Bolney,Sussex with Staffordshire

- YeomanTy, : 2
Capt Reaumont® s party and 1 T‘p to Petworth SusseX'.
3 Tp to Gospo¥t,; Hanmts, ; : :

- ~ The remainder of A Sg‘uadron under Capt p,dJ,S.Squirrell
and consisting of one crew of Sqn HQ, 5 Tp (Rollers) and all
administrative personnel and vehicles less Sqn LArfs Jgep withe
driver and three fitters remained behind in Thorpeness, i

: After about a week in Concentration Areas parties moved to
Wershalling Areas and om 3rd June Majer Wallace!s party left their
Marshalling Area at Stenmer park eand embark2d in LCT!S at Newhaven
Two flails were allottéd to each TCT and loading went very we o

" particularly in giew of thﬁ fact that crews hadgnot dore: gt ‘b]é'%‘ére,
and was completed by 2000 hrs, ‘
4th June The convoy of LCT!s was to have sailed at T )
this was cancellied, probdbly due to bed weather in tg‘seoghgnfe}.mt
igethg latefafternoorﬁ crgwgs were ferried back to the Marshallir'rg

a Cemps for a wash and hot meal, returning on board about
2100 hrs, ' : ‘
5th: June Convoy put out from Newhaven startin ( :

. anchored outside for an hour or two. Convéngtgznoiggltelgs egd
under way for the rest of the timeg The seaywas rather 'hal'l o
end most of the men (and officersy feit seasi ' P 3
during the geening when it w ’ T Tl e

et S e as known that the operation was

6th June (D day). Sea was still rath nd p ' in
: %‘rirylgoog form for the coming operatigrxl‘ Pong}’t{l gggrpagzogggé r;gg én‘
¥lails of Major Wallacers party landed ét H pl 3 h i

on queen White Beach at Hermanville- sur.mer e e i
while semvagx coming ashore =nd at 168t ond demcac.ore shelled

_ a east one destroyed, L
largdmg there was considerable congestion at the _bpgch exitgn

Yeomanry just S of Hermanvilie i
. Om moving forwar
ggg:garéged EgeCpl Coop and LL/Cpl Dadés wer_egknockeddosgobilgglx;sm
of the omew mieSL.  Cpl Coop's tank went on fire and two members
S W, Tpr Woodhouse and Tpr Kelly, wounded, the f
gunl(él;n&;:a}ééd m%t;vguugikvs tenk was also hit and the jibogalgr?s mm
: d tu 'S able to proce
233‘2 as Bieville where the gtgffg%eom‘agg; 22"1{?}-06 S e
t'um'ngaged about ten enemy tanks re orted to obe Rans b b ctilons
wereul;gogﬁgdto Ee Wark IV*s ai sgui seg as Tigers £b§§€3 .’?u ¢ %a:;ir
out, The flails 3 o0 -
left flank and dia not ac S B tasklono :
tually e ek
%gczgigd Wergu :@ellgg mtermir,{eng,%;g:nghgagnggyﬁe értl‘xhe pgs.%tion's
. Juting the previous advar ievi el
. tenk was fired on and~il?rt i iaing oo Bieville ¢ L DoveDays
dréop end damaged the rot aking avoiding action went e 2 e
: N OVer a ghar
hres fag,HIne o, whe wurrey Hlap Sradhlnc0redey himaels becane
ot 0 arge
&x% ;.gtthe East duri &2 Jorge gtgf%ti sh gliders were seen to
. 0 Cclose harbour with Staffs YEooggé Gertes pelight Blails
flai_ls of Waje refuelled about 0200 hrs,

ing onto his hana andbreakin g
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be éomethin B

g g ; ng d which one felt to :
bt Wa%ﬁiéﬁngnf’goﬁﬁiﬁoﬁ Dol in due course and from the

{
{
. i
y ( ere, 5]
/i storic g‘nan armchair feel glad tha ome had beenr th oL with J “
i
i

& el rt O anded at H plus
gy conto Cept Beaumont with gggrrgégfil\llzdla slight shgapne?wound on
st Riding YeomanTy his, this party suffered
the Ea the beath, Apart from U ) : e
one hand OB o o harbopred the ngeht at Colleville-sur-Oraf. . .o
1o casual“'ies 1 flaite of Wajor Wallace?s party ,wex:e.mthdrawith
June_7th. ALl Y Hermanvillie-sur-fler wnere they joimed up 5
BrTgade TE2°RV0) Ts rom 22 Dragoons wno had teken part in aseay
amég'ze;e:ch - Snpers were still active in the town, which was |
on g night. ; z
pea during the n four flails took part I
Xfe 8th, WajoT nglaggrgﬁgpﬁ,ﬁgﬁiil fnsur-Mer, wnich was giving ‘
-?’-,—-—"T' P arir‘ eﬁe'?' The defences included at least one 88 mm 5
trouble to oUT ‘ggd fc.ar two AVRE!s and a number of flame throwers, ;
wich a0 AoCo e fantry from B Coy South Lancs Regt and two SP ‘
Two platoons o ]gxl't in ihe attack which was precee ed by an |
guns also Wok gdznent which probably destroyed the 88 mm before the: f
argillery bomba hed The job given to the flails was to clear a path
attack was launched, dJ ; rder that the
inefield just South of the gas works im o v
through a mingé I d-ongage the ememy positions,  Tm fact .the
Sp gungiCoUlCyAtVmes T r bh mines was only 200 yards in
minefield consisting of light Frembh min : See
depth and the Sp gums could easily have engaged the targrts without
enbering the lane,  Flails and Sp guns engaged enemy in houses
and in the open with HE and Browming and parties of the enemy
started surrendering, The minefeld proved mot great obstacle
and one tank flailed through a thick belt of wire at the end of it.
prisoners totalled about 80 imcluding three officers from 738
Tnfentry Regiment, °© Two men from one of our own Commandos ,
captured om D day were released, All prisomers weee handed over -
to B Coy South Lancs for dbsposal, The number of enemy dead and
wounded is not kmown, there were mo casualties to the flails amd
infantry losses were light, : : e
9th Jume, Major Wallace and Lt Hall with four flails proceeded
To Cazeélle and came umder command of East Riding Yeomsnry for an
atvack being launched from Anisy on Cambes Galmanch and St Certest.
Contact was reestablished with Capt Beaumont&s party which was
still atvtached $o the East Riding Yeo. Attack secured first
objective but no minefields were encountered and flails were kept
in reserve, Sjt Wilsom however di@ a useful job of work with his :
tank im recovering the crew from a tank of the East Ridimg Yeo ~f
which had been hit and set on fire, : ]
loth end 1ith June, All flails of Major Wallace!s and Capt Beaumont'g
parties were withdrawn and concentrated. in Brigade reserve SW of =5
Hermanville~sur-¥er in an sres literally scattered by the Germens
¥ith Butterfly Bombs, Attempts were made to flail these but omly
O aire exploded in this way, possibly the remainder were blinds
as many appeared to have exploded on landim 3 ; 2
this location until 15th June & : 8. ©Saqn remained in
: ne during this time area was heavily

Lo

i )

have certain c the j
:nar?kmwitglt:t? gr;ghtgrégs themselves, In thelgn% g‘w:rgr?.gnggx geogibg
€ made #nto the Strongpoint and the RE were very
anti tamk and 1S5 mines were all -l

. ge was donw to the £ : - B

s A Sqn rejoimed remaind e flails, i

nada 7 i er of re 1
whichywere 19 Fladls including five from giment im harbour at Juay

picked up with thes 3 Tp amd two from 1
the way over Two flai ir crews from FoTward D
s ails were jefy 3 : elivery Son $n
T . v :
Workshops awaiti th two mennpgz Jé;‘xg;)vured Rriende
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